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Farewell to a Redeemer Legend 


by brent van staalduinen 


They say you never really leave 
Redeemer College. 

Former students and employees 
frequent our halls. The graduates are 
not quite sure why: “/ don't know, really 
| kind of found myself here this 
morning...hey, is that pea-soup | 
smell...?” Former employees’ motives 
are not so obscure: everyone knows that 
in order to get a free coffee, one must 
show up to the cafeteria for ten o'clock 
coffee-break. 

Ralph and Ruth Veldstra showed up 
for our interview at nine-thirty. 

Few employees that have gone on 
from Redeemer have left an impression 
like Ralph Veldstra. A few weeks ago, 
when Ralph announced he would be 
stepping down from the Director of 
Maintenance position, we students 
almost instantly knew of his decision. 
The rapidity of the news’ spread is an 
incredible testimony of Ralph's ability to 
touch almost everyone; other than 
gossip, nothing moves through 
Redeemer College that fast! 

Ralph started working at Redeemer 
almost eight years ago. In 1991, the 
college hired him in an on-call capacity; 
it lasted about a year, then the position 
became part-time, Ralph working three 
days per week. A year and a half after 
Henry Jansen left, Ralp ecame the 
Director of Maintenance, a position he 
held until he left. “It's been a great 
seven, almost eight years’ he said, 
sipping his coffee. 

Our interview took place in the 


cafeteria, a location in which 
Ralph and his wife Ruth 
seemed infinitely comfortable 
Numerous people stopped by 
to chat: Dr. Botha lingered for 
a few moments to comment on 
Ralph’s departure, “You have 
forsaken us,” she kidded, “| get 
up one morning you were 
gone...since you left I’m really 
not well at all.” Rhonda 
Elgersma paused and gave 
Ralph a hug, “I miss you, 
Ralph. A lot. Nice shirt. Did 
you get that for free?” she said, 
commenting on Ralph's 
REDEEMER ~ sweatshirt. 
Melissa Voortman walked by. 
“Where'd you steal that shirt 
from?” she joked. Ralph was 
prompt with his reply, “You 
From your closet.” It was 
almost eerie to again hear the 
rivalry between Ralph and the 
staff (it was a lot like time travel 
in a two-month-displacement 
kind of way) 

These days, Ralph and 
Ruth divide their time between 
their farm and Jarvis Christian 
School, where the Veldstra’s 
perform maintenance duties 
part-time... “| go.in for about a 
half hour in the morning to 
open up, and check a few bulbs,” Ralph 
noted. In the afternoon, he and Ruth 
share duties from three until six o'clock, 
after the 190 students leave. “When we 
arrive at the school, it's finished. When 
we walk in, the little ones walk out.” | 
asked Ralph what 
he missed most 
about working at 
Redeemel 
“There's no 
interaction with 
students. We miss 
that.” The other 
thing he misses, 
he said, was the 
work he 
performed 
“Repairing [things 
at Redeemer] was 


always a 
challenge, trying to 
keep up.” 

Ruth and 
Ralph run the 
Never-Rest 
Poultry farm, 


which seems a 
never-ending task. 
“There's always 
something to do at 


‘e-mail us: Kegeniaal@yacre(ssan-elaner! 


the farm,” Ralph mused, “we've still got 
the broilers.” | assumed he was 
speaking of chickens, but the Veldstra's 
are involved in so many things 

Ralph is also proprietor of Ralph's 
Backhoe and Skid-steer Service, a 
business towards which he, no doubt 
received valuable knowledge wi 
operating Redeemer's equipment. | 
asked Ralph if he viewed Redeemer's 
machinery with affection. His eyes 
almost misted over as he talked about 
the Massey-Ferguson, John Deere, and 
snow-thrower. “Long hours on them, 
he said. Speaking of snow-clearing 
equipment, | also asked about the 
“Blizzard of '99.” | wondered aloud, if 
he felt the compulsion to drive in and 
jump on the snow-plough when the snow 
hit. He was sympathetic yet clear, “I'll 
be honest with you. | sat in my living 
room and thought: poor Ken, poor 
Ken. No, | didn’t miss it, the 
beginning of the snow.” 

Ralph retired from the college for 
various reasons, but they all follow 
the need for more personal time 
“We've decided to look after 
ourselves as a family,” Ruth 
explained. Their present schedule, 

...continued on p. 3 
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lamin areally bad mood. | can't 
help it. Sometimes, even I--the 
epitome of joy that | am--suffers from a 
stint of miscontent, and it seems there 
is little | can do about it. Unfortunately, 
this resolution makes matters worse, 
and | sit here and stew over the smallest 
non-details of whatever happens to be 
bothering me at the time. It's really quite 
pathetic, but this realization just makes 
matters worse. It's tough to type with 
your head in your hands. 

Bad moods are hardly helpful. | 
have too much to do, too many people 
to interact with, too many activities; | 
have no time for feeling sorry for myself. 
That's what it is, I’m feeling sorry for 
myself, even though | have no reason 
for doing so. | have a good life, close 
friends, interesting enemies, and am 
involved in several activities that few 


letter to the editors 


Dear editors, 


vanDooren - edifor 


others have the opportunity of doing. | 
am even blessed by a few very special 
people who make life worth living (y'all 
know who you are), and a Father who 
makes my life reality. That's enough to 
make anyone break into song, right? 
Wrong. In that interesting way that 
human brains work, it takes a small 
solution to fix a small problem. As | type 
this editorial and listen to Delirium, 
courtesy of our computer's new sound 
card, | feel the mood slowly oozing off 
of me. That's almost enough to bring 
on a new bout of depression, but not 
quite. 

| want to know what! can do to stop 
it from crawling up the chair leg, onto 
my pants and back into my head. | look 
down at the immaculately clean carpet, 
and imagine the mood lurching slowly 
over the brownish fibres. If! look closely 


Maybe I'm wrong, but | seem to remember there being some sort of play last 
semester. If memory serves me right, it was the result of incredible amounts of 
work from three dozen students and brought hundreds of people to campus. 
Maybe I'm wrong, though, and this is like that time | thought there was some kind 
of art show or something. I'll understand if you don’t print this, of course. You 
need the room for another article about the sports teams. That's perfectly 
understandable, since the arts aren't in any way associated with God. Sorry | 
wasted your time with that whole theatre thing. 


Brett Brewing 


Brett: 


Thanks for the heads-up-- “Earnest” was indeed a fine performance. |. 


brent van Staalduinen - editor 


my view from the benches... 


| used to be a mail-room devotee. 
Now | watch from the benches. 

Redeemer College's benches have 
a unique perspective from which to view 
our environment. For me, it’s the 
challenge—no longer does an 
impersonal screen of mailboxes prevent 
my discovery. |’m forced to be discreet. 
I've become quite good at it, too, and I’m 
rarely uncovered 

Actually, my new sleuthing skills 
have proved to be a disadvantage in 
certain social situations | have 
developed such subtle methods of 
reconnaissance that obvious things tend 
to overload my system. Combine such 
finely-honed watching instinct with a shot 
or two of cafeteria coffee and even a 
gentle morning greeting sends me over 
the edge. In other words, please be 
careful with those brutally sudden “how 
are you today?” salutations. 

Okay, small exaggeration, but the 
point remains: | respond strongly to 
unpredicted information 

So, Brent, if you're so prone to fits of 
overload, why doesn't it happen more? 
Good question. Quite simply: not much 
happens around here that surprises me. 

Oh, | can hear the protests as people 
rise to defend Redeemer's spontaneity! 
| do not deny the plethora of events and 
activities buzzing in our halls; what | take 
issue with is our perspective, 

Indulge me for a moment, and 
compare Redeemer College’s daily 
occurrences to a rainbow. At first glance, 
it is an absolute ballet of colour and an 
amazing sight to behold. Yet watch for 
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long enough and those fantastic, magical 
shades blend together; if they stay 
blended for long enough, some of the 
majesty is perceptually lost. It still holds 
the same beauty, of course, but not to 
the numbed senses of the observer. 

In November, | took two visiting 
Tyndale Bible College students for an 
informal campus tour. You've walked the 
tour yourself, I'm sure, and were shown 
the classrooms, labs, offices, library, 
dorms, gym, weight room, and everything 
else along the way. However, this was 
the first time I've ever given the tour. | 
presented everything | could, from our 
administrative offices to the greenhouse 
on the roof 

My guests were suitably impressed. 
| smiled as they heaped praise on our 
auditorium and theatre spaces. Their 
jaws dropped at the sight and extent of 
our athletic facilities. | brought them to 
Dorm 24 and they, though ankle deep in 
dirty dishes, marveled at Redeemer's 
“do-or-don't-do-it-yourself" residence 
living. | even caught one of them staring 
vacantly off into space as they sat in the 
computer lab, typing the letter “R" again 
and again and again... 

...another small exaggeration? Well, 
yes--but their positively glowing 
comments were not. | found myself 
swelling with institutional pride as we 
returned to the main building near the end 
of the tour. Then | merely had to quietly 
suggest to my guests we head back to 
the Admissions offices for a “chat!” 
Mental note: next time, finish at 
Admissions, 
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enough... nope, 
that's some 
cracker crumbs. 

Please tell me I'm not the only one 
who suffers from this nonsense. I'd like 
to believe that even those perpetually 
happy people who bounce down the 
halls suffer from some minor form of 
depression every now and again. 
Remember, I'm not being logical 
because of my condition, so it seems 
possible that if others feel worse, I'll feel 
a little better. 

And yet | am comforted. | finally 
realize that | will be back to my old 
sarcastic self within minutes. | will join 
those smiling students in the halls, and 
tomorrow is another day. I’m using 
cliches; I’m all better now. \@ 


crown@redeemer.on.ca 


letter 


Dear editors, 

The stolen Camaro has been 
found, somewhere in the wilderness 
near an Indian Reservation. Broken 
windows, doors hanging loose, 
stripped of tires, fenders bended, etc. 
Beside it was one that was burned 
out, and there were more spread 
around. It’s called a total wreck as 
far as | know. | thought you might be 
interested to know. You probably 
forgot already by now. 

_ Pete 2 ace ll all 


verde. F*; 
caffeine pumping 
through my 
system, the 
events of the day stopped me cold in front 
of the crown office. My system cycled 
itself over and again as it attempted to 
digest everything that had happened. 
What was this feeling? Why did | 
suddenly feel...well...b/and? 

Then a simple reality grabbed me: | 
guess my two visitors saw the fantastic 
colours / effectively stopped seeing in my 
first year. 

| spend disproportional amounts of 
time criticizing and hearing others’ 
complaints about “the way things are” at 
Redeemer College. | realized that many 
of those gripes and criticisms would have 
been quickly laid to rest had | even an 
inkling of how blessed we are to attend 
this institution. We take small tours of 
Redeemer every time we enter the main 
building and make our way to classes— 
how often are we consciously thankful 
for these facilities? Unfortunately, not as 
often as we'd like to believe. 

How do we change this? Well, 
everyone has a unique role at Redeemer, 
and this calls for different responses. I'm 
fortunate to have an easy assignment to 
increase my awareness—l'll continue to 
sit on the benches, contemplating, 
writing, and observing. Maybe |'ll offer 
to guide another tour around campus 
later, as | hear there's free coffee in the 
Admissions office. On second thought, 
no thank you—l've reached my target 
heart-rate for the day. 


y= 8 


aN a SASSOON 
= 
— ~ 4 a 


is ; 
habs 


= 


c/o Redeemer College 
777 Garner Rd. East 
Ancaster, Ontario 
LOK 14 
(905) 648-2131 ext. 291 
crown(@redeemer.on.ca 
Editors: Mark VanDooren 
Brent van Staalduinen 
Copy Editor: Steph Groen 
Photo Editor: Amie Brisley 
Photographers: Steve Janssen 
Jonathan Hardie 
Food and Layout editor: Esther 
De Boer 
Arts Editor: Jane Hogeterp 
Athletics Editor: Scott Vedder 
Jerome Vos 
Extremities Editor: Corina 
MacLean 
Faculty Advisor: Douglas Loney 


.Advertising: Contact Brent 
van Staalduinen or Mark 

VanDooren at (905) 648-2131 
ext. #291 


Contributors: 
Adrian,& Wendy Helleman 

Brett Dewing 

Pete Hoogendam 

Bill vanStaalduinen 

Dory Strikwerda 

Eileen Fallon 


fhenees “ee 
Jesse Gritter 
Kurt Seiders 
Jason Hofing 


The opinions expressed in this 
paper are not necessarily 
those of Redeemer College's 
student body, faculty, or 
administration. 


crown is published 12 times 
per academic year. It is 
funded by the students of 
Redeemer College and by 
advertising. 


Letters to the editor may be 
sent to the address above, 
mailed on campus via 
Redeemer's intra-campus 
mail (ICM), saved on the 
crown disc, emailed to 
“crown@redeemer.on.ca’ or 
slipped under the door of the 


crown office (room 126). 


Letters to the editor may be 

edited for brevity and clarity 
and will be printed as space 
permits, 


Subscription enquiries may be 
addressed to the crown, 


Spelling slips and grammatical 
gaffs are purposely placed for 
the perfectionist to point out. 


crown is published by stu- 
dents but is dedicated to the 
entire Redeemer College 

community. 


; 


Veldstra 


..from p. 1 


though busy, allows for more 
time at home than Ralph's position 
at Redeemer had. For example, 
the Veldstras have just finished re- 
modelling their bedroom, and they 
hope to do work on the living-room 
and kitchen in April. | was also 
curious if Ralph had re-discovered 
sleeping decent hours. Ralph used 
to arrive at Redeemer at 5:45 a.m., 
after a forty-five minute drive from 
their home in Jarvis. | was pleased 
to hear that he could now sleep until 
a decent hour, “I get up at quarter to 
seven,” Ralph proudly said. 

Ralph and Ruth fondly speak of 
their time at Redeemer. Some of 
Ralph's favourite memories are of 
dorm raids and pranks pulled in past 
years. He spoke of students finding 
every available rock on campus and 
piling them in front of the back doors, 
“| guess they didn't realize that it was 
the only door we could use first thing 
inthe morning” Ralph recalled. Other 
legendary mischief was 
remembered: bikes being hung from 
the edge of main building by the 
handle bars, the toilet-seat 
escapade, and a few others were 
mentioned. His role in the raids was 
not always post-action, and he 
remembers’ being passively 
instrumental in the execution of a 
bicycle raid, “we had made the 
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i. severely). | 
~ smashing! 


“costumes. Ra 


mistake of leaving the garden-hose 
out overnight. [The students] had 


woven the hose through every spoke 
.it took us hours to pull 


of every bike. 
it apart.” 

It was a thoroughly enjoyable 
interview; our conversation ranged 
from tractors to the colour of Ralph's 
underwear (he said he didn't want 
scandal, so the jury is still out on that 
one). | also asked Ralph and Ruth 
what the future held for them. They 
spoke of continuing in their present 
positions for a few years. Plans for 
after their retirement are presently 
being made. “When we retire,” Ruth 
predicted, “we're just going to take the 
‘N’ off of our barn, then it will be Ever- 
Rest Poultry. Ralph laughed, and 
agreed, “that’s for our retirement. 
This was planned carefully, you see.” 

To be sure, Ralph will be missed 
around Redeemer College. His 
cheerful joking and pleasant 
demeanor were always a welcome 
diversion from the stresses of 
university life. It is clear that Ralph 
will remember us fondly and speaks 
well of his time among us. His spot 
at the ten o'clock coffee table is 
always open, and we'll no doubt see 
him there from time to time. “No, you 
never leave,” he acknowledged. “It 
was great working here.” 

It was great to have him here. _ 


Last summer, Ruth and Ralph attended 
Shane and Sara. VanBarneveld’s 


weddding reception. The theme was: 


“swing’ and: they attended, in: rented. 
Ipty looked like Thurston | 
Howell Ill and: Ruth looked: like: Rita’ 
Hayworth (| may. have just dated.myself. 
» Anyhow, theya lacked! 


Dory Strikwerda 


A Child’s Perspective 


by marg alkema, director of child 
care services 
Ralph had a niece, named Jennifer, 


who attended Redeemer's Child Care 
Centre. Because she (very properly) 
called him “Uncle Ralph,” all the children 
adopted him as their uncle, and the 
moniker “Uncle Ralph” stuck for keeps. 


Ralph was fabulous with the children, mainly because he could communicate 
with them at their level: they always understood him, especially when he joked 
with them. One stormy winter he was ploughing snow. When he got near the 
day care, he got a big tractor-bucket full and raised it high. He drove to the day 
care's fence and pretended he was going to dump it on the children. In high 
delight, the children scattered, acting as if they actually felt threatened by Ralph's 
bucket of snow. Other times Ralph used his snow plough to make big snow 
mountains 


One time, Uncle Ralph came to the day care and did some art work for the 
children, The art work, using washable markers, was done on one of teachers, 
Miss Margaret. When the kids saw that, they all yelled, “Time out! Time out!” 
They thought that Ralph needed (had earned) their type of punishment. 


To the children at the day care, Ralph Veldstra was a special person. They 
thought he owned a whole lot of stuff at Redeemer. It wasn't only Ralph's 
tractors, it was Ralph's work room, this, that, and the other thing. 


Now there's a new maintenance man at Redeemer, and his name is Ken. 
Guess what the day care kids call him; yup, Uncle Ken. | 


crown@redeemer.on.ca 


crown 


monday, february 15, 1999 


“When | picture Ralph, | can not do so 
without his heartfelt and sincere smile.” 
Bill van Staalduinen 


“Ralph, I’m sure, had a laugh once a year 
in May when he would disc my garden 
— unannounced — at 6:30 a.m. I'd wake 
up with a jolt and do a “mad dash” to 
save some little plants | was afraid he 
wouldn't see. Then we'd chat farm stuff 
awhile and hope for good crops.” 
Eileen Fallon 


“When | arrived at Redeemer in the fall 
of 1996, there were lots of things | 
needed to know. About parking, and 
bookshelves in my office, and lighting 
and a million other things. The answer 
to every question seemed to be, “Oh, 
you need to ask Ralph about that. Ralph 
will sort that out for you.” At first, | 
thought Ralph must be at least the Vice- 
President of the college! And, in a way 
| think he was—"For whoever wishes to 
be great among you must be your 
servant” (Matt 20:26). | thank God for 
Ralph's ever-cheerful example to me 
from my first days here.” 

Deborah Bowen 


Staalduinen Floral is‘ 
constantly changing 
to meet the needs of 
the Floral Industry. 
Forthis we need a 
quality,.skilled sales 
and managerial staff. 


@ energetic, 


If you al 
dynamic and willing 
to succeed, there 
may bea place for 
you at Staalduinen. 


Staalduinen Floral Limited 
A Cut Above... 


600 Arvin Avenue, Stoney Creek, Ontario L8E 5P1 
Telephone: (905) 643-2002 Fax: (905) 643-2377 
Cut Flowers, Tropical Plants, Floral Supplies 
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Student Senate is Changing! 


by phil beck 
treasurer - student senate 


Hey, folks. Student Senate has 
been busy in this new semester. Various 
committees have been started in order 
to better clarify various aspects and to 
better represent the needs of the 
students. One of these committees has 
been the Constitutional Review 
Committee. | know what you're thinking... 
this one sounds like a lot of fun. 

Well it's been interesting. This year 
we're dealing with the confusion that has 
resulted with the change of the former 
Administration Council's name to Senate. 
As aresult, Student Senate would like to 
take a serious look at possibly changing 
our name. This is a decision in which we 
will be needing the input of you, the 
Redeemer student! 

Various titles have been discussed 
regarding the name change. The 
following are a few of the names that we 
have discussed. 

Student Union: The student 
organization of McMaster University is 
called the Student Union, and this is a 
title which immediately demands 
recognition. However, it also has strong 
negative connotations regarding the 
bargaining and dealing of current labour 
unions. 

Student Federation: This is the 


name given to the students of the 
University of Waterloo. This, too, offers 
something unique to Senate, however, it 
does sound fairly Star Trek’ish. 

Student Council: This is a name we 
have discussed, but many feel that it 
makes it sound like we are a high school 
organization. Perhaps it could be 
switched around to the Council of 
Students. 

Student Government: A name used 
by McGill University and King's College, 
but it might sound too broad. As well, 
Student Parliament has been offered as 
a possible name in order to give our 
student body a Canadian flavour. 

Student Association: This is the 
final name that has been discussed. This 
name is used at Trinity Western for its 
student organization. However, this also 
might be too widely based. 

These are just a few of the names 
that have been debated. We need to 
hear your input, though. We will be voting 
on Tuesday and Wednesday, February 
16 and 17 in order to vote upon the name 
of our current Student Senate, as well 
as the other suggested changes by the 
Constitution Committee. 

Other aspects of this year's 
constitution have been altered and 
rephrased. These changes have been 
posted on the office window for students 
to peruse, yet this crown article will 


Art Gallery Vandalism 


Redeemer College’s Art Gallery 
operates under an honour system. 
When a student exhibits, the show 
usually remains in the Gallery for an 
extended period of time. This gives 
other students opportunity to peruse 
the show at their leisure. However, the 
open atmosphere of the gallery has 
been abused and proven a temptation 
to vandals looking to deface the hard 
work of others. crown has learned 
that the comment book has been 
removed from Hannah Poelman’s 


work it has done. 


College has finally received. [@ 


Good News for Redeemer Alumni 


| would like to share some good news which i know will be of interest to 
you. Last night (January 20), the Senate, with the concurrence of Faculty 
Council, approved a set of recommendations giving alumni who graduated prior 
to the charter amendment the option of replacing their Bachelor of Christian 
Studies degree with a Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science degree. 
Retroactivity is a reality for our alumni! 

As you will recall, a special Ad Hoc Committee was appointed by Senate in 
October to conduct an academic review of what is technically referred to as 
“degree replacement.” The procedure followed at Ryerson Polytechnic 
University was considered, and a thorough examination was undertaken of the 
admission standards, course, offerings, program requirements, and instructors’ 
qualifications for the various years prior to 1998, when the College was given 
public recognition as an undergraduate university. 

The outcome of this process was the conclusion that, although there have 
been small variations, overall Redeemer College has, from its inception, 
maintained standards consistent with those found byt eh Academic Review 
Panel in June 1998 to be of an Ontario university standard and therefore worthy 
of receiving the BA or BSc degree designation. This is what many of you 
believed when the prospect of retroactivity was first raised, and now it has 
been officially confirmed! The Committee is to be commended for the careful 


Last night at the Senate meeting, we were again reminded of the Lord's 
blessing in the breakthrough He granted us int he charter amendment. We're 
also thankful for the many graduates who have attended the College and have 
helped establish our excellent academic track record. And now we're delighted 
that they will have the opportunity to share directly in the recognition which the 
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exhibit Rest Stop on the 49" Parallel. 
The culprits not only stole the book, but 


on the table left one wrinkled page — 


scrawled with an inappropriate and 
discouraging comment. Michael 
Vanderboor's comment book from his 
exhibit Looking in from the Outside was 
also taken last year. The books are an 
important part of these shows, and 
allow the artists to solicit feedback from 
others. If anyone has any information 
concerning these or other incidents, 
please contact Security. 


by president justin cooper 


el Pay we 


hopefully explain why these changes 
have occurred. 

The most significant changes have 
occurred in the preamble of Senate's 
constitution. The previous Article 2 has 
been reworked in order to better explain 
Student Senate's order of accountability. 
It begins by stating that we as a Senate 
are first accountable to God, then the 
students, and lastly to the administration. 
This is a significant change from the 


original order of administration, God, and 


student. 

Another topic that was focused on is 
the changes with Article 5 and the various 
committees within Student Senate, such 
as the Publications Committee or the Rec 
Centre Committee, and the Student 
Senate endorsed committees such as the 
Disciplinary Committee, etc. The 
revisions made to the constitution attempt 
to define more clearly the distinctions 
between the committees and the role that 
they have within Senate. 

These changes directly result and 
affect the way that your representatives 
in Student Senate associate with the 
administration of Redeemer College and 
with you, the students! So please stop 
by the Senate Office and critically 
evaluate the pending changes. Your 
voice counts and we are here to listen to 
your opinions. We will gladly receive you 
with a smile! 


crown@redeemer.on.ca 
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February is Black History 
Month 


AFRICA - By David Diop 


Africa, my Africa, 
Africa of proud warriors 
In ancestral savannas, 
Africa of whom my grandmother 
sings, 
On the banks of the distant river 
| have never known you 
But your blood flows in my veins 
Your beautiful black blood 
That irrigates the fields 
The blood of your sweat 
The work of your slavery 
The slavery of your children. 
Africa, tell me, Africa, 

Is this you, this back that is bent, 
This back that breaks 
Under the weight of humiliation 
This back trembling with red scars 
Saying yes to the whip under the 

midday sun? 
A grave voice answers me: 
Impetuous son, this tree, young 
and strong, 
This tree there in splendid 
isolation _ 
amidst white and faded flowers, 
That is Africa, your Africa, 
That grows again, patiently, 
obstinately 
As its fruit gradually acquires 
The bitter taste of liberty. 


submitted by nikeisha hudson 
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HEAD 


by scott antonides 


As my career at Redeemer comes 
to a close, hardly a day goes by where 
some acquaintance asks me how | plan 
to spend the rest of my life. After years. 

of investing in myself, | am now expected to 
contribute in some way to the world around 
me, and be fiscally rewarded for it. | feel 
immense pressure to choose one of the 
many hats available and slip behind a desk 
to perform a necessary specialized task for 
some large corporation. Every two weeks, 
| will receive payment for my contribution, 
take it home, and spend it at other large 
corporations in order to surround myself with 
things | am told will make life more efficient 
and enjoyable. If all goes well, my potential 
employer will benefit from my service and 
my boss's profit will increase. By spending 
a portion of my paycheck, | will support other 
businesses and allow them to pay their 
workers who will, in turn, spend their money 
in other places... 

...and so the cycle continues. 

Efficiency becomes of utmost 
importance as companies compete to supply 
the demands of the market. | will accept 
any corrections from the business 
department, but | think this is how the system 
works. As a graduate, | am expected to jump 
on board in just a few months. Let me now 
say aword on this sought after thing called 
efficiency: 

My family did not celebrate this past 
Christmas in the traditional North American 
manner. There were no gifts under the tree. 
Not because we decided to focus on the 
“reason for the season;” there was simply 
no money left over after food was put on the 
table. | do not want any pity or belated socks 
and underwear, but! do want to get my point 
across. 

My parents are hog farmers. In the Fall, 


the price of pork dropped so low that the 
money we received for selling one hog paid 
for about a third of the food it had consumed. 

The price remained at 34 cents per kilogram 
for three weeks in December, while the cost 
of feed to produce one kilogram of pork is 
about $1.00. Hog prices have now 
recovered to $1.04 per kilogram, which 
means that my parents farm can now cover 
feed costs and have enough left over for a 
new pair of boots. You may not have noticed 
a crash in the pork market; the price for your 
bacon and ham has miraculously stayed the 
same in the supermarket. What caused 
such a drastic collapse in hog prices? Who 
has absorbed the extra cash flow? The 
reasons are very complex, but | would like 
to offer my thoughts on the topic. 

As previously mentioned, today’s 
market demands efficiency: maximum 
production with minimum work input. When 
scrutinized under this criteria, the family 
farm does not fare well. Agribusinesses 
have become the new model in farming 
excellence, and neighbors on either side of 
our farm have already sold to this merciless 
giant. Agribusinesses run on the 


. communistic principle of sharing equipment 


over massive plots of land owned by one 
central company. The workers that run the 
barns and work the land are paid by the 
company, but never own the land they walk 
on. The company controls what grows on 
the field and what is fed in the barns. When 
the hog price is high (like it was a yearago), 
the owners fill the barns with hogs and flood 
the market with pork. Since the world only 
needs so much pork, an over supply will 
mean a drop in the price. Thus, it no longer 
makes good business sense for the 
company to be hog farmers. The pig barns 
are emptied, workers are laid off, or a new 
commodity is chosen. Agribusinesses jump 
in and out of free markets as they choose, 
taking advantage of the huge peaks and 


Canada -A country free from 
prejudice... 


by joseph haveman 


Approximately two weeks ago | 
found myself downtown thinking about 
how | would write my article about 
racism, a topic | have longed to discuss 
with you all for some time. With a desire 
for more thoughts on the subject, | went 
downtown and received an answer so 
unfortunate, so aggravating, and so 
stupid, that | still boil with rage when | 
think of it. 

My friends and | were in downtown 
Hamilton a few weeks ago. We decided 
that we would all get coffee before we 

- went to the punk rock show we intended 


to see. We entered the inter-net café - 


labeled Café OohLaLa to get just one 
coffee. We got more then we bargained 
for. | noticed that the café was loaded 
with white, bald headed men wearing red 

suspenders and red-laced boots. | was 
very unhappy with the situation, because 
two of my friends had anti-swastika 
patches on their coats. Not the type of 
thing that Nazi Skinheads want to see 
in their hangout. 
Harvey had an ARA patch on the back 
of his coat. 

For you suburbanites, the ARA is an 
organization that fights against the Neo- 
Nazi movement, sometimes using force. 
The fights often break down to gang- 
style fights and rarely solve anything. 
a Readies to be te any option 
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Even worse, John — 


The skinheads quickly noticed that 
we had anti-swastika patches on and 
came up to our table by the window. The 
one who spoke to us happened to be a 
gigantic, ex-military, bald Neo-Nazi with 
swastikas and other hate symbols 
tattooed onto his arms. “Haas,” he called 
himself, which is German for hate. He 
first made us remove the patches. But 
after he got some coaching from his 
buddies, he took one of the patches and 
went out to the street and set it on fire. 

There was everything | stood for 
being burned by everything that | am 
against. The Neo-Nazis cheered and 
laughed as the patch burned. We sat 
there, knowing there was a good chance 
they were going to injure us. 

They came bac in, very pleased 
with themselves as nh cana burned. 
They were still laughing and having a 
good time when a Rfewtean punk 
happened by the downtown Hamilton 
coffee shop. He saw the burning patch, 
and with a measure of courage (or 

ity) he stomped on it, and shouted 
in the door, “Nazi sc ags!” 

He was a brave man indeed, and 
he then spent the next ten minutes 
running. The Neo-Nazis ran after him. 
We used the opportunity to get out of 
there quietly. But the action didn't end 
there. When we gotto the club that night 
to see punk bands, people started 


coming up to us and saying, “Are you 


SS looking for?” 


The Pursuit of Efficiency 


valleys in the natural economic cycles.’ Our 
family farm does not have the maneuvering 
power that the agribusiness holds, and so 
we are left drowning in their wake. 

To complicate the problem, some 
agribusinesses own their own meat 
processing plants and can absorb almost 
all of the “middle-man” profits. They are able 
to take a loss in the production of the meat 
yet still “make a killing” at the slaughter 
house, as they can dictate the price to 
supermarkets. The price hit rock bottom in 
December because Quality Meats, a major 
meat processor, had an eight-week strike 
that caused a backlog in pork processing. 
This allowed the other major slaughter 
house to monopolize the market. So why 
doesn't my father sell to an agribusiness and 
accept a stable hourly wage for his efforts? 

My family moved from Mississauga to 
our farm in Putnam in 1978 when | was just 
two years old. The land that my parents 
work on is their own, while our neighbors, 
who work for an agribusiness, do not even 
know the name of their land owner. Our 
house and barns are surrounded by 
hundreds of trees that we planted ourselves, 
and the laneway is lined with red pine and 
silver maple. Some years, we collect sap 
from the sugar maples while our neighbour 
has removed all unnecessary objects from 
his yard to gain another meter of land. Next 
to our fire pit stands a sixty-year old chestnut 
tree that holds the remains of an 
impenetrable tree house built by my older 
brothers. Our neighbours have kids my age 
who do not invest time in a plot of land they 
will never own. My mother maintains two 
enormous flower and vegetable gardens 


Word spread through downtown 
Hamilton quickly. Notan hour and a half 
later, as we came back into the club after 
getting some food, we had our second 
close call: we were warned at the door 
that the Neo-Nazis were looking for us, 
so we didn't go back in. 

Few things bother me more than 
when ignorant people impose ideas 
conjured from caveman-style thinking. 
You don't dare prove them wrong, 
though easy to do, because they will kill 
you. | am lucky not to have been injured 
after my several encounters with fascists 
and boneheads! 

We would like to believe racism 
doesn't exist in Canada, and that this 
‘County is eben’ diacrimination. Neo- 
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while the plow virtually scrapes the paint of 
the wall of the house next door. The kids 
next door do not get a chance to work on 
farm equipment (or learn how to drive it), 
since all of the work is done by men whose 
jobs consist of purely field maintenance for 
the thirty farms in the area. In spite of all 
this supposed efficiency, today’s 
mechanized farming and processing 
techniques spend seventeen calories of 
energy to put one calorie of energy on your 
dinner plate. The farming culture of 200 
years ago (that we so arrogantly condemn) 
was able to produce one calorie of food 
energy by expending only one calorie of 
work energy. Simple math reveals who is 
more efficient. 

| am a “hick” at heart. | manage to hide 
my country roots behind my GO shirt and 
briefcase, but | always would be willing to 
trade my computer for a good dog. | fear 
that our society's increasing devotion to the 
illusion of efficiency that technology provides 
will mean the end of a way of life, a life that 
bred integrity, patience, and contentedness 
with simplicity and hard work. The modern 
techno-business approach to farming is 
fostering a further disconnection with the 
land that sustains us. By lengthening the 
distance from the earth to our mouth, 
farmers are paid pennies for their labor while 
people starve in the cities because they can 
not afford the inflated cost of groceries 
Children grow up thinking their milk comes 
from a bag in a supermarket refrigerator 

Remember this: as you browse through 
the green peppers at Fortinos, they were 
grown from the soil paved over for the car 
you drive. { 


Left: Redeemer’s Alpha 
Praise band practices for 
an upcoming service. 
Shown are Matt 
Heinbuch, Liz Teeninga, 
Rhonda Elgersma, Amy 
Etinger, and Joseph 
Haveman. Below: the 
Christmas Dance at the 
Rec Centre 
tapped 
everyone's 
“need to boo- 
gie.” 


Nazis have a twisted view of 
patriotism, think they acting for their 
country, and are proud to be 
Canadians™. What sort of polluted 
trash do they read? 

Racism exists. Why do some 
people believe that it does not? 
There is no such thing as equality, 
and never will be anywhere on this 
planet. Why do we do a half-assed 
job of promoting equality and cheer » 
about how we are the best country 
ii) the world? As long as Neo-Nazis 
can roam freely without worrying that 
they might get what they deserve, 
and you have no idea what is going 
on, this country will be secretly as 
racist as the next. 
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Let's look back at the first men's 
basketball game of the year. | do 
recall a loss to Conestoga 82-80. 

Well, the tearm traveled there to play them 
on Saturday, January 30 with a smaller 
roster of eight players. Everyone had to 
be in good condition to play an important 
role in the game. With Paul Voortman 
just recovering from a cold, he had some 
games to make up for. Ken VanMinnen 
was trash-talked by an opponent and 
needed to show him who the better man 
was. Devon Paul has competitive drive, 
so he needed to prove a point by 
containing one of their better players for 
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most of the game. 
Overall, the team 
played well together 
and came out with a 
win, 91-80. If you want 
to catch the men's 
basketball team, they 
still have three home 
games; February 10, 
17,and 20. They hope 
to see you all out there 
cheering them on.[@ 


S|ODAOY 
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by frances manias-jackson 
coach 


The women's basketball team, 
walked off the court with victory 
smiles after defeating the Georgian 
Grizzlies 58-44 on January 27th. 
This game was a “battle of the 
basement’, with the loser taking 
sole possession of last place. The 
Royals came out strong from the 
start, showing more desire and 
intensity than their opponents. 
They quickly built up a lead that 
they would not relinquish. 


Taking a seven 
point lead into the 
second half, the 
Royals demonstrated 
some strong defence, 
holding off a 
relentless Georgian 
attack. The girls 
moved the ball well 
throughout the half, 
and capitalized on the 
numerous Georgian 
fouls. 

Special mention in the game goes to Carrie DeGraaf with sixteen big 
points. Special mention also goes to Janine Verheul for solid heads-up plays, 
including a number of well executed passes. 


Coach Jackson was extremely pleased with the girls victory, she 
was glad to see that all of the girls’ ry pl had finally translated into 


victory. Keep up the good work girls. 


Fa ut oe 


ott Left: the final score of the 
“= game. Below: coach Frances 

; gives instructions during a 
time-out. 


“This is the best game I've seen 
in four years,” said Dave Ellsworth 
| agree with him. Once | heard 
Redeemer and Calvin were going to 
play a contact hockey game, | had 
to find the time to watch. Once | entered 
Triple Rinks, | knew | wasn't the only one 
who had to find time to come out. The 
stands were packed. To be honest, | 
thought Redeemer didn't have much of 
a chance; Calvin is a larger university 
and their team is used to contact hockey. 
To my surprise, Redeemer took the lead 
when Wes Laverty scored a goal off a 
pass out of the corner by Scott Vedder. 
The crowd went wild. The chant of 
“Royals” echoed throughout the building. 
Calvin came out hitting hard in order to 
strtke fear in our players, and they 
managed to score a couple of goals. 
Redeemer didn't let down. Defense was 
tough, and offense was not giving up any 
opportunities. Matt Heinberg rifled a 
shot from the blue line to tie the game. 


Royals vs. Calvin: 
a near thing 


Calvin continued to play tough, and | 
soon came to notice that some of our 
Royals also play contact hockey. John 
Slotegraaf and James VanGurp were 
laying out hits and fighting their way to 
the net. Calvin took the lead again early 
in the third period. The battle continued, 
and Redeemer kept pressing towards 
Calvin's net. With only forty-nine 
seconds left, Brian van Staalduinen 
brought the puck up the ice, and with a 
man down took a hard shot on the net 
before Calvin had a chance to set up 
defense. The game was tied. |! definitely 
thought that this game was going into 
overtime. But Calvin didn't drive that far 
to go home with two ties, so with 
nineteen seconds left, Calvin put in a 
powerplay goal to win over Redeemer 
College 4-3. Even though it was a loss, 
Redeemer played well, and if this is how 
they continue to play, we will definitely 
see them in the playoffs again next year. 
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All-Star Report 


Saturday, January 29 
was another big day for 
Royals Athletics. Held at 
Durham College in Oshawa, 
the 1999 OCAA Basketball 
All-Star games again proved 
that our Royals are an 
upcoming force on the 
provincial sporting scene. It 
was an exciting event, and 
well attended by Royals fans 
in spite of the location 

The first of the two all-star 
matches was the women's; 
representing Redeemer 
College were Alicia Silva and 
Diane Kapteyn, playing for the 
Western All-Stars. Silva was the first Western player to score, breaking through 
intense Eastern defense. Kapteyn played well, and added a well-deserved two 
points to the match. The West played valiantly through the odds, when the dust 
settled, the final score was 78-37 for the Eastern All-Stars 

After a two-hour break, the men took to the court. Pau! Voortman was the 
“Royal” presence on the court, and played a stellar game. The East and the 
West were more evenly matched than in the women’s game, and a fierce game 
was the result. At the final buzzer, the West emerged triumphal with a score of 


What it’s all about... 


by tom newman 

Stepping out on the ice against Calvin’ s hockey team is not at all like playing 
against the teams in our league. This is a whole new ball. . .er...hockey game. It's 
not about winning or losing or making it to the playoffs, it’s about having fun and 
being proud of who we are and what we stand for. 

The games against Calvin last month were, to say the least, amazing. They 
had everything you could ask for in a hockey game. Great passing, skating, shooting, 
and let's not forget a few of those bone jarring body checks either (maybe they 
wouldn't have made it on Don Cherry’ s video but OUR fans seemed to like them)! 
Both games against Calvin College were great, and though we tied one and lost 
the other, they were both very close and intense. 

Just being a part of it was a rush. 

The great thing, though, is that when we play Calvin, the games are fast, 
physical, smart, and physical... oops | said that one already, maybe it was a bit too 
physical. It is a bit disappointing though when you play really well, and then lose 
the game with less than a minute to go in the third. Alas, this is what hockey is all 
about, and whatmakes it so awesome. When you give it everything you've got for 
three periods and know that you've done your best, it almost doesn’t matter whether 
you win or lose... ine 

.. almost. Don't worry--we'll win it next year! 


Men’s 
Volleyball 
Takes the Win 


Men's Volleyball Mohawk. Well, 
where to start. It is evident that team 
practices and hard work have payed off 
Everyone gave 100%. Kevin Ad 
stepped into his new position as setter 
and did a great job. Greg Bylsma play 
an important role and played one of his 
best games that | have seen. Nate 
Seibinga gave about 120%, hitting the 
ball hard and hustling to keep it in play. 
The Royals beat Mohawk 17-15, 15-13, 
15-9, but lost the third match 15-13. This 
was definitely an amazing game to 
watch. Both teams played well, but 
Redeemer put in hard work and desire 
to score the win. 


Brad Heidbuurt and Trish 
Herrewynen look on as Intramural 
bowling “rol/s on.” 


109-104. 


on a fantastic show. 


The Three-Point competition took place at the half-time of both games 
Alicia Silva was Redeemer’s representative and was second place going into 
the final round with eleven points. She scored six in the final and placed third in 
the competition. Ken Van Minnen was the men’s rep, and also scored big. His 
eleven points were just shy of a spot in the finals, and he finished fifth in the 
semis. Congratulations to both shooters—way to go! 

All the Royals’ ice showed why they were chosen as All-Stars, and put 
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Fan support for Royals home 
games has been excellent. Here, 
fans take in the “Showtime” game 
between the club and varsity 
basketball teams last December. 
Rob Greenham, Ryan Faber, 
Julianne Bosman, and David 
Terborg “get'into it” as they 
watch--look at that total 
concentration! 

Keep it up, Loyal Royals! 


they used to wonder about us... 
..sO we showed ‘em. 


ROL 


aies 


athiettes 


Heads Up... 


Men's Club Basketball 
Mar. 3 - at Tyndale Bible College 
Mar. 4 - Vs. Heritage (home @ 
8pm) 

Mar 12-13 - Championship 
tournament at Redeemer 
Men's Varsity volleyball 

Feb 13 - vs Seneca (2pm @ home) 
Feb. 25-27 OCAA Championships 
at Algonquin College 
Women's Varsity volleyball 
Feb 25-27 - OCAA championships 
at Algonquin 

Men's Varsity basketball 
Feb 17 - vs Niagara (home @ 8pm) 
Feb 20 - vs Saint Clair (home @ 
2pm) 

Women’s Varsity basketball 
Feb 17 - vs Niagara (home @ 6pm) 
Feb 19 - at Durham 

Men's and Women's indoor 
soccer 

Feb 13 - George Brown Invitational 
Mar 5-6 - West Regionals at 
Redeemer College 
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Spiritual Warfare: Be all you can be 


by nikeisha hudson 


“Behold | give unto you power to 
tread over serpents and scorpions, 
and over all the powers of the enemy; 
and nothing shall by any means hurt 
you.” (Luke 10:19) 

When we hear the words spiritual 
warfare, anything to do with demons, 
or possession of evil spirits, we tend 
to think one of two ways: 

“| don't like talking about that stuff. 
It's too dark and evil for me, so I'll just 
stick with the parts of my Christian life 
that | like, and put that other stuff out 
of my mind;” or, “I! really don’t think 
it's necessary to discuss the enemy, 
for it's exalting him, and | don't think 
God would like that, so I'll just ignore 


those parts of the Bible, 
conversations, or sermons that 
mentions the devil. I'll just stay in my 


corner if he'll stay in his, and life will 
be just fine. / ‘ter all, isn't that what 
being a Christian is all about?” 

Rev. 19:19 says, “and | saw the 
beast, and the kings of the earth and 
their armies gathered together to 
make war against him that sat on the 
horse, and against his army....and the 
beast was taken, and with him the 
false prophet that wrought miracles 
before him, with which he deceived 
them that had received the mark of 
the beast, and them that worshiped 
his image. These both were cast alive 
into a lake of fire burning with 


brimstone”. Rev. 12:9 says “the great 
dragon was hurled down, that ancient 


serpent called the devil, or Satan, who 


leads the whole world astray. For 
further references, see Zech. 3:2, Job 
1:6, Matt. 12:26, 16:23, Mark 4:15, 
and Luke 10:18, 22:3. 

Let's go back in history a little. 
God created an angel of light, the 
most beautiful angel. He had one 
thing other angels didn’t possess: 
knowledge and choices, However, 
this angel decided that he wanted to 
be like God. God knew this, and cast 
this angel out of heaven. That angel's 
name is Lucifer. Other angels also 
fell, and were going to help Lucifer 
attempt to overpower God. Satan is 
nothing but evil and destructive, 
because that's all he knows. He is 
very crafty and deceptive, for he is the 
master of lies and deception. 

Now that you have a little 
background, let's go back to spiritual 
warfare and what this has to do with 
us. 

“For though we walk in the flesh, 
we do not war after the flesh; for the 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, 
but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strongholds” (Il Corinthians 
10:3-4). “Thou therefore endure 
hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ. No man that wars entangles 
himself with the affairs of this life; that 
he may please him who has chosen 
him to be a soldier” (ll Timothy 2:3- 
4). “Cursed be he that does the work 
of the Lord deceitfully, and cursed be 
he that keeps back his sword from 
blood” (Jeremiah 48:10). 

| urge you to pray and ask God to 
show you in your heart His truth. I’m 


Body and Soul 


not some great expert, nor am | the 
perfect example, but | am a servant 
whom God is using to show His calling 
for Redeemer College and for your life. 
Wake up folks. It's already February 
1999, God is preparing for the return 
of His Son. He needs people who are 
willing to fight, who will not be afraid 
to go and preach His Word. This is a 
part of spiritual warfare. 

There is so much more to say, but 
God is only allowing me to give in 
pieces so you can chew at a time. 
Hopefully | will be able to come back 
to this topic in future issues. The Mind: 
the ultimate battlefield. Fighting tools 
that will assist you as a soldier along 
will be my personal testimony of how 
God saved me from death and 
destruction; is still saving me and 
giving me the strength to fight each 
and every second, as well as 
testimonies from other Redeemer 
students who are spiritual warriors. 
Finally, | will make available for you 
opportunities to respond and to ask 
questions and alittle quiz at the endo 
each part to remind you of things god 
wants you to know and be aware of. 
Please feel free to email me with any 
comments or questions. | would 
prefer email, because | am usually 
busy during the days, but if you prefer 
in person | don’t mind that. Also, | may 
not and probably won't have all the 
answers, but | will direct you as the 
Holy Spirit leads me. But may | urge 


= ju to first pray seriously about this 


‘God's direction. You can email me 
at my school address which is 


After lauryre 


Jenny ' s 
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wHecame difficult 
The teacher 
called 911 

No one knew of 

her allergies and 
she was too 


frightened to taik. 


They still can’t 


reach you. 


> Medic Alert 
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1-800-668-1507 


www.medicalert.ca 


nhudson@redeemer.on.ca or at 
Ladywarria@hotmail.com. Either one 
is fine. | will try my best to get back to 
you promptly. 

I'll give you time to burp before 
another feeding. Remember, that 
praising God confuses the enemy, 
because you're not praising him, and 
that is vi ctory. e 


A letter to the Saints - | mean to our 
Royals (a response to ‘let us love our 
hockey team”) 


by frances manias-jackson 
athletic coordinator 


Are you an athlete slave? 

In other words, are you at the mercy 
of your coach, a heckling fan, a sidelining 
injury, or an uneducated official's call? 
Are you in a position which has you 
starting on the bench? Are you 
chomping at the bit to retaliate againsta 
taunting, unsportsmanlike opponent, or 
even against a downright dangerous 
one? Do you struggle to compete as an 
athlete because of your faith? 

Are you an athlete saint? 

In other words, do you boldly live out 
your faith, even in the toughest of athletic 
circumstances? 

What | am about to share with you 
should change your life - it did for me. 
What | will describe is, in reality, an 
ambient theology, summarized in just 
one basic principle of faith in Christ. 
When applied to all areas of your life, 
including athletics, it will set you free. 
This key is Freedom in Christ, and thank 
God for it. If not for freedom, today | 
would be enslaved by thinking similar to 
that of our hockey team, as describe by 
Ken Dryfhout in his letter in a recent 
issue of crown; a type of thought that 
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most Christian athlete have, and they 
don’t need to. For example, “Struggl[ing] 
to remain passive,” “struggl[ing] in the 
season to stay out of the penalty box, 
[struggling] to build a team, [struggling] 
to build one another up.” 

To Ken and the hockey team, you 
are on the right track. It is good to see 
that you are “finding what being a 
Christian in hockey” means, and 
recognizing that your team and your 
playing is indeed your spiritual act of 
worship. But, there is more | need to 
share with both you and our other 
athletes 

Let's look at our freedom in Christ. 
Accepting and living with Christ's 
freedom is no different on the court or 
the ice, as itis in life. If you are an athlete 
saint, Christ sees you as His child, heir, 
and even as a Royal. You only have to 
look down on your chest in the middle 
of a contest to be reminded of your true 
identity in Christ: It is an identity that 
never changes. 

| have another important question 
for you. What motivates you? Do you 
rise to the occasion when the stakes are 
high? Do you shine like the stars when 
your parents, boyfriend, a former coach 
ora scoutis in the stands? Do you play 
to break records, to be an all-star, to win? 
And what happens when you get an 
injury, are benched, end up in the 
penalty box, get in a fight, miss the shot, 
lose the game? An athlete slave would 


be down and out for the count, practice 
after practice and year after year. You 
question your effort and hard work, 
desires and goals, and even your identity 
itself as you struggle to make it work. | 
know, because | have been there. 

Let me ask you that same question 
again. What motivates you? Does 
showcasing the glory of God on the field 
get you excited? Is taking Jesus on the 
court with you “and shining Him all 
around” a part of your game plan? Can 
you execute the great commission on 
the ice with the same tenacity and zeal 
as you do the power play? The athlete 
saint, game after game, no matter what 
the circumstances or the outcome, is 
way ahead in the game. They are one 
step closer to the prize, one step closer 
to the crown, striving and pressing on, 
not struggling. This is God's desire for 
you! 

With this in mind, you might better 
understand where we in the Athletic 
Department are coming from wen you 
read our Perspective of Athletics: 

We believe that all we do must be 
for the glory of God. The Redeemer 
College Athletic Department expects our 
athletes and coaches to be disciplined, 
dedicated, and determined in their tasks. 
However, we believe these qualities to 
be the result of being motivated for God's 
glory. “I do all this for the gospel that | 
may share in its blessing. Do you not 
know that in a race all the runners run 


but only one gets the prize? Run in such 
a way as to get the prize. Everyone who 
competes in the games goes into strict 
training. They do it to get a crown that 
will not last; but we do it to get a crown 
that will last forever.” (| Corinthians 9:23- 
25) The integration of our faith and sport 
is a process we desire each athlete and 
coach to undertake. We expect you to 
strive to live out your faith as an athlete 
or coach. IT is from this point on then, 
that we find our proper motivation to 
attain excellence in athletics. 

If, as athletes, you continue to 
struggle, basing your identity on your 
performance, the spectators’ 
response, or your team record, you 
will fall short of what God has 
planned for you. Base your identity 
and motivation in Christ, however, 
and you will begin to see the full 
manifestation of God's Glory in all 
you do - in athletic excellence - and 
most importantly in abundant life. 

“If you want to learn more about 
integrating your faith and sport, plan 
on attending the one week Athletes 
in Action National Training Camp 
held ever year in Calgary, Alberta. 
Join Christian athletes from 
universities across the country and 
take part in this life-changing 
experience. This year's camp is 
April 30 to May 6. See Frances for 
details. @ 


——- 


SOUL 


dan van minnen 


I'm not very wise. | haven't really 
achevedanything that great. I'm just 
like everybody else, trying to get 
through classes and reading, and to 
still love what I'm learning. | don't 
know exactly what God has called me 
to yet but I’m sure something will 
happen. | don't think | really possess 
great gifts, yet. Yeah, I've got pretty 
good skills but it's not like I'm a big time 
professional anything, yet. I'm okay 
though. I'm pretty normal. 

Sound familiar? Any friends or dorm 
mates like this? Are you like this? It's 
normality, mundaneness, ordinariness. 
it is also an illusion, and, in the 
Redeemer context, a particularly strong 
and subtle one fanned by the forces of 
evil to thwart our efforts to live obedient 
lives, lives as shining stars. 

What am | talking about, this illusion 
of normality? Well, everyone is 
learning at more or less the same 
astronomically high rate. The papers, 
the reading, the classes, there’s enough 
to keep us continually busy if we so 
choose. This university crams stuff into 
you at a very reputable, disciplined, high 
quality rate, as well as into your 
classmates, your roommates, and ,to 
some degree, the profs. This workload 
can fray people, leaving 
encouragements and productivity at 
dangerous lows. You may need to 
concentrate on devotions but sleep has 
become the hottest new fad in your late 
night life. Talking with God is so easily 
‘put on hold’ for the persistent pressure 
of Christian academics. Everyone here 
is a Christian. Each is growing in the 


faith, or trying to, at least at a mature 
level if not a more diligent one much like 
you are. These things can foster the 
falsity that progress isn’t being made or 
that what you do is not enough. We 
behave as if we are not special or that 
we aren't different, either. How? 

When we learn as we do here, when 
we strive to be Christians as we do here, 
we often look at the people immediately 
around us, those fellow Redeemerites, 
to derive our progress or value. Alas, 
that is narrow and misguided, because 
we are the overcomers of the world, all 
flesh, etc. (1 John 5:4,5) This 
‘comparison killer’ is acommon element 
in one’s perception of low self-worth, so 
why do | say this is a Redeemer-specific 
problem? 

Mountain climbing. Redeemer and 
its use as a vehicle to a Godly life and 
perspective on the world constitute the 
steep mountain of new understanding 
and, hopefully, godliness, that we are 
climbing. The illusion of normality is like 
marking your progress up this mountain 
based solely on your position relative to 
your climbing partner. Say that you 
climb for 3 days. You realize that after 
3 days your climbing partner is 100 
metres up trail from you so that must 
mean that it took you 3 days to go 
backwards 100 metres? Not really, not 
if you look back. And not if you look out. 
If you look back you will see a slope, 
dropping and fading days into the past, 
that you have ascended. If you look out 
you realize that you can see so many 
things. Towns 20 kilometres away. The 
tops of clouds. Roads everywhere. You 

can see your own village, where your 
family is and the road to where your 


by jesse gritter 


Progressive creationism, theistic 
evolution—what are we to believe? | 
have an idea. Why not believe what God 
so mightily declared to Israel through His 
servant Moses and still declares to us 
today in Scripture? “For in six days the 
Lord made the heavens and the earth, 
the sea, and all that is in them, but He 
rested on the seventh day. Therefore 
the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and 
made it holy.” (Exodus 20:11) Are we so 
blind that when we read “for in six days 
the Lord made the heavens and the 
earth” that we don't believe it? Are we 
so cynical that when we read “for in six 
days” that we don't trust this truth of 
God's holy Word? How much more 
elaboration on this point does God have 
to give us? John Calvin would turn over 
in his grave if he knew the vast numbers 
of Christians today who have turned from 
the simple historical truth of Genesis. Is 
truth measured by its tangibility? Are we 
afraid to fall under the same predicament 
earlier Christians faced because of 
Galileo and Copernicus? The problem 
is that man attempts to approach the 
creation account from a scientific 
perspective, thinking that he may be able 
to explain exactly how God created the 
world with his own human logic. We need 
to remember that Moses, in writing the 
historical account of creation, was not 
concerned with such questions as when 
yt how long, but rather with who and 
why. 

God has, however, revealed to us 
something about how He created the 
heavens and the earth: He created them 


“ex nihilo” (Hebrews 11:3), He created 
them good (Genesis 1:31), and He 
created them in six days (Exodus 20:11). 
Moses was not afraid to declare to Israel 
that God created the world in six days, 
and neither was God Himself when he 
gave His Words to Moses. Another 
important thing we need to realize is that 
every week in which we are called to work 
is a reflection of the same week in which 
God created the heavens and the earth. 
“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping 
it holy"--and why?--"For in six days the 
Lord made the heavens and the earth, 
the sea, and all that is in them, but He 
rested the seventh day. Therefore the 
Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made 
it holy.” 

. One of the arguments that comes up 
against the inspired six day creation 
account is Il Peter 3:8, which is taken 
out of its intended context in an attempt 
to support unscriptural theories about the 
beginnings of the universe. “With the 
Lord a day is like a thousand years, and 
a thousand years are like a day.” Peter 
is talking here ab ‘t our wait for the 
coming of Christ. Ti same Bible which 
Christians confess a all-authoritative is 
twisted by some to support non-biblical 
ideas. 

Another argument that comes up 
against the inspired six day creation 
account concerns the original Hebrew 
word for day. It is realized that there is a 
possibility the Hebrew word for day can 
mean a longer period of time. The key 
word is possibility. This is obviously not 
the case. compare Exodus 20:11 with 


Satan’s Back Door: The Redeemer Illusion of Normality 


brother works. You can see with your 
own eyes that of which you were vaguely 
aware from the base of the mountain. 
You realize that you are not af the base 
of the mountain anymore, yet you are 
still right behind your climbing partner. 
How, then, does the subtlety of the 
illusion of normality grow the sour fruit 
of comparison? 

Acommunity immersed in salvation 
is the backdrop for our Redeemer- 
specific temptation to making Christian- 
Christian comparisons as opposed to a 
‘shining star’ evaluation of ourselves. 
We grow so accustomed to Christian- 
to-Christian circumstances that their 
removal is even a shock, for good or 
bad. If we feel the need to make 
compare, why not with people who 
would make us feel better about 
ourselves: the homeless drunk, or the 
misled Muslim. If they are worse off than 
us, then wouldn't we look pretty good? 
That sounds imperialistic and sinful, and 
itis. We should not be focusing on any 
of the people on the mountain with us, 
but back, out, and at the summit. We 
manage to come an abnormally long 
way with God as opposed to not very 
far in comparison to each other. We may 
have to be shockingly brought into this 
light but in this light we need to stand. 

We shouldn't allow the Redeemer 
life to feed us the luxury of being able to 
foster an illusion of believing that we are 
normal. We are a collection of people 
who possess the supernatural, the 
everlasting, the salt, the light, the 
strength. We are abnormally blessed, 
abnormally promised and abnormally 
given gifts. We are also abnormally tried 
and abnormally asked to do His work. 


Genesis 2;3. How long do you rest on 
Sunday? Six times in Genesis 1 we read, 
“and there was evening, and there was 
morning.” Does ‘morning’ mean 
something other than morning, and does 
‘evening’ mean something other than 
evening? 

The reason why conservative 
Reformers are so quick to condemn false 
notions concerning creation is not for the 
sake of argument, but because such 
human ideas are ultimately an attack on 
the Bible, on God’s word. We need to 
realize that when God's written truths are 
rebelled against, God Himself is rebelled 
against. For example, if a person 
believes in theistic evolution, he has to 
throw out the truth of the world-wide flood. 
Christians need to fully submit to God's 
truths as they are proclaimed in Scripture. 
We don't dive into the Bible blindly, and 
thereby taking everything literally. But 
the judge of what is literal and what is 
figurative is not up to us, it is up to 
Scripture itself! And the Bible is clear: 
God created the heavens and the earth 
in six days. 

So now, what are we to teach the 
children in the Sunday school class? 
That Genesis 1 really isn't true? In 
REL101 we learned tow non-negotiables 
concerning creation, that God created the 
universe, and that Adam and Eve are true 
historic persons. | propose that another 
be added to that list; nothing new, 
something that's a very basic Reformed 
confession , and something that's been 
true, very literally, since the beginning of 
time. God created the heavens and the 
earth in six days. 
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This means we must give 
encouragement to each other for who 
we are daily, not forgetting that although 
we seem common sights, we are rare. 

| don't want only to deconstruct the 
dangerous illusion that reprobates us 
and turns us on ourselves just so you 
can feel good saying, “I'm special.” If 
the understanding of that proposition is 
the only thing that is done in your life, 
then that is not the truth that lives. We 
need to realize that we are the 
possessors of salvation, the shine, the 
treasure in earthen jars fora reason. We 
need to define our abnormality in a way 
that empowers us to do mighty acts, 
because of our being on the heights of 
the mountain. We can, but also must 
do the mighty works we are prepared to 
do (Eph. 2:8-10) because God's calling 
is not a suggestion to which we commit, 
it is a command to which we surrender 
Within the Redeemer context, we must 
do gracious, loving, listening, 
encouraging things to other seemingly 
normal people. We must meditate on 
how we ought to define ourselves as 
grace saved shining stars (Philipians 2) 
indelibly linked to our call to affirm in 
others, and beyond Redeemer, to bring 
and affirm it to the ends of the earth. The 
illusion of normality may be the problem, 
but knowing what to do in light of the 
realization that it is wrong is the solution. 
We do this with the eyes God gives us 
to see on that Christian Academic 
Mountain, Redeemer. Let us not behave 
normally. Let our uniqueness explain 
our comfort, our confession and our 
cause. 


Just can’t remember 

All those things Md promised 
J'd forget 

The crit begins to fade 

Once the lips leave the kiss 

And the warmth of being held 

When the cool chill ‘returns 

The leve is tossed to sea 

To prove that it can sail 

And the wind from your spirit 

Moves the craft to the mouth 

Of an everlasting journey 

A\ crew made of two 

Mutiny for the uncertain 

And true sailors with the tide 

Brings them through the storms 

A”A\nd comforts the possible fate 

Anchored in honesty 

Steering for truce 

AN bond with silent speech 

When words are choked 

ZA\ mast held by faith 

Propped by prayer 

A\nd a trust in truth 

When a lie makes way 

When evil surrounds you 

And you stutter to pray 


Feelings born without labour 


Creeping through the yeung 


Protection from above 
A\s the fire melts the tongue 
Everything known yet 
so much to learn 
Planted gardens 
give the seeds clothes 
A~A\nd the dream, 
and the nightmare, 
and the reality 
For the rose holds beauty 
but you hold the rose. 


Kurt Sieders 
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What was 24 hours long, 
involved the entire Redeemer 
Community plus 170 high school 
students, took hours of preparation, 
and was the most fun that has ever 
hit Redeemer? If you guessed NEW 
HORIZONS, you are right!!! “Take 
the Plunge” was the theme of the 
weekend, and anyone who walked 
through the school got a first hand 
experience of life under the sea. The 
fun kept coming as prospective students 
whirled from activity to activity: 
Coffeehouse, the Mainstage play, 
volleyball games, the University 
Challenge, the Academic Fair, a night 
of minimal sleep in the dorms...all in the 
attempt to experience life at Redeemer. 
WOW -- what a weekend. We are still 
recovering two months later!! 

New Horizons 1998 was the 
largest visiting event in the history of 
Redeemer College. Although big is 
good, it also presented us with new 
challenges. Thank you, Redeemer, for 
rising to the occasion!! We were blessed 
by your generosity in the dorms, your 
leadership in the small groups, your 
willingness to help during the University 
Challenge, your participation on the 
Student Panels, your mingling, your help 
at the tour stations, your trucks and 
luggage moving abilities, your Coffee 
House acts, your theatrical talents and, 
most of all, your enthusiasm for 
Redeemer College. We also want to 
extend a HUGE thank you to the faculty. 
The Academic Fair was a great success, 
as were the Workshops. Stop by the 
Admissions Office to hear the many 
positive comments given by the students 
regarding these activities. In addition, 
the efforts of the Cafeteria staff and the 
Janitorial staff were very much 
appreciated. Your hard work did not go 
unnoticed and we thank you for all of 
your co-operation. 

As you can see, New Horizons 
involved EVERYONE, and we 
appreciate EVERYONE for 
EVERYTHING they contributed! Here 
goes...an attempt to thank everyone who 
participated: First and foremost, a thank 
you to God for his tremendous 
faithfulness and strength. He carried the 
vision on to completion. Thank you to: 
Mandi Ballantyne, Phil Beck, Catherine 
Brayshaw, Allison Cameron, Lisa 
DeKlerk, Michelle DeKlerk, Brad Eggink, 
Sheri Elisen, Amy Etinger, Shawn 
Hofing, Melinda Hovius, Amy Innes, 
Jennifer McNaughton, Devon Paul, Jeff 
Strong, Scott Vedder, and Jennifer 
Haanstra (aka the VA? Team!!!). For the 
many hours of preparation and travelling 
we thank the Admissions Department: 
Tim  Wolfert, Marion Ryks- 


That 


call 
& 


You can still hardly believe it. 
Why would God call you into 
ministry? Can this be right? 
Pray. Talk honestly to your 
family and friends. Consider 
Calvin Theological Seminary. 


tj. Calvin Theological 
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Thanks for New Horizons! 


Szelekovszky, Tammy Dibbits, Shiao 
Chong, Dory Strikwerda, Richard 
Wikkerink, Sid Ypma, Thanh Campbell, 
Liz Depooter, and Lisa Taylor. Thank 
you, as well, to the Calling Campaign 
who answered many questions about 
New Horizons and promoted the 
weekend to many prospective students. 
Thank you to everyone who helped with 
decorating and painting -- Jessica Haak, 
Brandon Hines, Maria Van Huizen, 
Karen Fairfull, Season Labombard, Kim 
Moesker, and Annette Bax. Moving 
luggage to the dorms was the effort of 
Jordon Kuuyvenhoven, Hank De Jong, 
and James Van Gurp. Thank you for 
your trucks!! The first introduction that 
many prospective students received 
was from a group of minglers. Thank 
you for being there to welcome students 
to Redeemer. Thank you small group 
leaders for your dedication and 
enthusiasm throughout the weekend: 
Julie Harvey, Dave Westra, Amanda 
Patterson, Josh Vriesma, Matt 
Heinbuch, Sarah VanPelt, Tania Groen, 
Brian Lubbers, Colin De Raaf, Kristy 
Whalen, Esther DeBoer, Greg Fluit, 
Ryan Faber, Krista Posthumus, Greg 
Bylsma, Andrea Hultink, David Mafe, 
Maria Van Huizen, Mike Hoogstad, 
Marya Van Breda, Steve Van Breda, 
Sarah Hiemstra, Jason Kooy, Karen 
Fairfull, Holly Thompson, Anabela 
Periera, Jay Veldman, Laura Kuipery, 
Jerome Vos, Emily Camiré, Klass 
Hoekstra, Wes Laverty, Christina 
VandenHam, Mike De Jonge, Abby 
Terpstra, Janice Drost, Justin DeWaard, 
Kim Gringhuis, Graham Cubitt, 
Nickeisha Hudson, Randy Elzinga, 
Tammy Heidburt, Mark Veenstr 
Christine Westra, Robert Campbell, Erin 
Sherman, Mike Drost, Rhonda 
Elgersma, Amie Brisley, Joel Van 
Arragon, Carrie Chard, and Ron 
Haanstra. Thank you to those who 
helped with the games. Great 
generosity was shown by the RA/HA's 
and their dorms. Thank you for 
welcoming students into yourhomes. A 
special thank you to Dorm 15, who did 
an outstanding job of hosting 
Coffeehouse. Great musical talent too!!! 
Thank you to all those who were willing 
to share their talents with everyone -- 
from singing to lasooing...it was a 
BLAST!! Early Saturday morning, along 
with the small group leaders, another 
group of students gathered to participate 
in student panels. Thank you to: Mike 
Kleinhuis, Melissa Voortman, Ryan 
Braam, Scott Post, Katrina Van Gilst, 
Kevin Adema, Pieter VanderMeer, Hank 
DeJong, Tanya DeVries, Holly 
Thompson, Angie Coleman, Cheri 
Mardling, Mike Glockner, Tara Riordon, 
Kristy Whalen, and Scott Antonides. 
Praise and worship was led by Alpha 
Praise -- thank you for sharing at the 
Closing. Staff and faculty...what can we 
say?? The faculty and their assistants 
hosted a wonderful Academic Fair and 
led creative and interactive workshops 
on Saturday afternoon. A special thanks 
to Professor Susan VanWeelden for her 
academic address. It was fun, fully 
applicable, and inspiring. For your 
continuous hard work, we send a thank 
you to the Janitorial and Cafeteria Staff. 
We appreciated your flexibility and 
generosity. To the entire Redeemer 
Community, we extend our heartfelt 
thanks for a successful weekend. 

Liz Kirkland and Laura Trapasso -- 
VA? Student Coordinators. 
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Hoffman, Bob Gunton 
Written by: Maureen Mylander 


Movie Review: _ 
Patch Adams 


Starring : Robin Williams, Daniel London, Monica Potter, Philip $ 


* 


Based on the book by Hunter Doherty Adams 


Directed by: Tom Shadyac 


Film critics keep giving Robin Williams flack for doing another ‘feel-good’ 
movie. And, yes they do have a point. Patch Adams is just like many of the past 
films starring Robin Williams: it’s full of comic routines and silly moments. In 
Dead Poet's Society, we saw Robin impersonate John Wayne and Marlon Brando 
while reading Shakespeare to his students. In Mrs. Doubtfire he cross-dressed! 
He played a psychotic man who spoke to ‘little-invisible-floating-fat people” in 
Gilliam’s The Fisher King. Yes, Robin Williams has previously played the 
humorous and crazy character who swims against the stream. He has also 
played a doctor in Awakenings, Nine Months, Good Will Hunting, and What 
Dreams May Come. Why do it again in Patch Adams? Because Robin Williams 
has a gift, a ministry (if you will), of using comedy to reach out to people. 

Patch Adams is a tremendous film about the need for compassion. It is 
based on the life of Hunter Adams, who was admitted to a psychiatric ward 
because of depression and there realized that he wanted to become a doctor. 
Patch eventually makes it to medical school only to encounter fierce opposition 
against his friendly and zany bedside manner. Dean Walcott (Bob Gunton) 
believes that doctors must keep a professional distance from their patients in 
order to maintain objectivity. Patch flies in the face of Walcott’s philosophy and 
begins to revolutionize the practice of medicine. 

Tom Shadyac (director of Liar Liar) has made a shift from mindless comedy 
to direct this poignant comedic-drama. He is capable with the language of film, 
but Patch Adams leaves something to be desired. Both Monica Potter (Carin) 
and Philip Seymour Hoffman (Mitch) put in solid, memorable performances as 
Patch’s romantic interest and roommate, respectively. But the characters who 
make the largest impression are the patients. It is impossible to forget the young 
chemo patients or the old sour-puss named Bill who is suffering from pancreatic 


cancer. 


This film generates laughter and sensitivity towards the needs of others. | 


hate to sound cliched by 
and see Patch Adams! 


Moscow News 


by adrian and wendy helleman 

“By his wounds we are healed.” 
(Isaiah 53:5) 

Life in Moscow is never dull! During 
the two years we have lived at our present 
address, in a fourteen-storey building not 
far from the university, we have enjoyed 
good relations with our neighbours. There 
are few foreigners in our building. Many 
of the residents are retired government 
officials, or their children. Last year we 
met some of them in connection with 
plumbing problems. Cracked pipes in our 
bathroom led to investigations in adjoining 
apartments, above, below, and also beside 
ours, which is where Lena lives. Her father 
was a diplomat in India, and her 

_ grandfather a famous linguist. Once, she 
even invited us in and proudly showed us 
her books. But she was not happy about 
the plumbing problems, as we were to 
discover. 

It began dramatically one morning last 
November, when we woke up to her cries 
of “Open! Open up!” Thinking there might 
be a fire, we opened the door, but she said 
nothing, only pummeled us with her fists. 
We escorted her back towards her 
apartment. Our landlord advised us not to 
open the door for her. So when she rang 
the doorbell in the middle of the night not 
long after, we sat it out, even when she 
threw a bottle onto our balcony. Our 
landlord contacted her family and helped 
them provide the medication she needs. 

- Inthe present economic situation, he is not 
eager to have us move out. She never 
harmed us, although she did smear shoe 
polish on our door, smashed the doorbell, 
and left an empty milk carton smouldering 
outside the door. 

On the first Sunday after our return to 
Moscow, in January, the situation came to 


iting that | strongly recommend this film, but! do. Go 


a climax. We arrived back from church 
to a shouting match on our floor. Lena 
stood outside her door screaming, “I 
don’t want any more repairs around 
here!” Only a few minutes earlier, Lena 
had taken a knife to the leatherette door 
covers of both our apartment and that 
of Lyudmila, our neighbour on the other 
side. But she had first threatened 
Lyudmila with the same knife, and 
Lyudmila was so shaken and angry that 
she called the police. While we were 
looking at the damage, Lena came out 
again and threw a brick our way--her aim 
was rather poor! We had been told that 
the police would be reluctant to act in a 
case of insanity, but it did not take long 
for them to arrive, look the situation over, 
and call for reinforcements to take her 
away. 

Our neighbours were aware that 
Lyudmila had not been the only target 
of Lena's anger. Although we would not 
wish such a potentially life-threatening 
situation on anyone, we felt that it was 
providential that we had not come home 
earlier than we did, since it would have 
been far more difficult for us to call and 
explain the situation to the police. And 
we were grateful, too, that when they 
called at Lena’s door, she opened it. 
Had she locked herself in and refused 
to go along with them there might have 
been far more trouble! Because of the 
physical assault, the police took her to 
the hospital, where she is expected to 
remain for some months. Although we 
were concerned about our own safety 
and that of our neighbours, we are 
thankful that something is also being 
done to help her. The Lord protected 
us through all of this. But it does feel 
like a cloud has lifted here! 


Crow?’ 


SENSES 


Suburban 
Children 


You are the first generation 
raised without religion. This is what 
reads in the sleeve of Douglas 
Coupland's book “Life After God." 
Coupland asks: since we are all living 
creatures with strong religious impulses, 
where do these impulses flow in a world 
without religion? As well, Coupland 
identifies the different stategies 
“Generation X'ers” use to cope with 
loneliness, anxiety, and the collapse of 
relationships; the search for the 
attainment of that “quiet safe layer of our 
lives.” 

Jason Hofing brought Coupland's 
work to the stage on February 11th to 
13th, in the Black Box. The one-man 
show titled 1000 Years, is about Scout 
and his friends, who are on a journey in 
search of “something” in a world of worry, 
randomness, and cynicism. Scout examines the lives and the paths his friends 
have taken since the paradise of their youth; “...and even though we took a billion 
different paths to where we went, our lives oddly ended up in the same sort of non- 
place.” - Scout. Cutting through the hype of modern living to find grace amid our 
twentieth-century lives, Scout uncovers a new kind of truth for a culture stuck on fast 
forward--a culture seemingly beyond God. 

1000 Years was performed mea through Saturday (Feb. 11-13) in the Studio 
Theatre. 


Music 

February 14--Pavarotti at Copps Coliseum; 7:00 p.m,* 

February 17-18--Tragically Hip at Copps Coliseum; 7:30 pm.” 

February 19-25--Redeemer College Concert Choir Tour of Lake Huron 
and Georgian Bay regions 

February 20--New Hamilton Orchestra and conductor Daniel Lipton 

perform Dvorak’s “New World Symphony” at Hamilton Place; 

8:00 pum.* . | 

February 24--Sugar Ray at the Warehouse in Toronto; 7:00 pum." 

February 25--Rolling Stones at the Air Canada Centre in Toronto; 
8:00 p.m." 

February 27--Liona Boyd at Hamilton Place; 8:00 pm." 

February 28--Redeemer College Concert Choir Home Concert at 
Redeemer College Auditorium, 8:00 pom. Free admission 

March 7--The Juno Awards at Copps Coliseum; 6:15 pom.” 


Theatre 
February 17-March 6--Six Degrees of Separation by John Guare 
by Theatre Aquarius; Theatre Aquariusfor 8:00 p.m, 


performe d 

performances. 
February 18--2 Pianos, 4 hands starring Robert Blaney and Barry Neikrug 
at Hamilton Place; 8:00 pem.* 


A\vt 

February 8-19--Student art show by Amanda Wilms in the Redeemer 

College A\rt Gallery 

February 18--Redéemer College Art Forum presents the “French Café” 
in the Ree Centre; 8:30-11:30 p.m. 

March 2-28--"“Mohawk College Student and Instructor Show” at Hamilton 
A\rt Gallery 

March 12-26--Student art show by Carolyn Mount in the Redeemer 

College y\rt Gallery 


GET READY FOR FRENCH CAFE!! 
Thursday, February 18, from 8:30 to 11:30 pam, in the Rec Centre 


*$41 admission fee, hands will be stamped'so people will be able to come 


and go. 
. 


*food: pie or cheesecake, with ice cream--> $1 

*drink: coffee, cappuceine, tea (-please bring your own mug)--> $1 
looking for cx impus talent to perform: skits, music, fiction or poetry readings 
ete, 

"STUDENT ARTWORK ON DISPLAY 

*free face painting 

*closing concert from 10:30 to 11:30 by local Christian rock band “Dumb 
as Sheep” 

. L s NOT TOO LATE TO GET INVOLVED II! Tall to Melissa 
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Whata 


This article was supposed to appear in 
the last issue of crown. You could say 
the editors goofed in earnest...sorry 
about the mix-up! 
by jane hogeterp 

The cast and crew of Redeemer 
College Theatre Arts Department's The 
Importance of Being Earnest can take a 
huge bow and a well-deserved rest after 
a successful five-day run. Their 
production of Oscar Wilde’s classic 
comedy was a great success; it was 
entertaining, gratifying and memorable. 

Ray Louter and his troops were 
brave to take on The Importance of 
Being Earnest. The script of this comedy 
of manners is dizzying with its witticisms 
and verbosity. Blocking for this play is 
also complex, because characters are 
constantly weaving in and out, and 
eavesdropping on each other. The 
ensemble pulled off the production with 
flying colours, and the audience seemed 
to be very engrossed in the humour and 
action of the play. The only complaint 
expressed about the show was that 
some of the lines were spoken too 
quickly and got lost on their way to the 
audience, but this may very well be the 
fault of our acoustically-challenged 
auditorium. 

The most impressive element of the 
play was the chemistry that was 
displayed between the actors on the 
stage; they worked in an intricate 
harmony that was beautiful to watch. 
The flippancy of the on-again, off-again 
relationships between the four lead 
characters was portrayed fabulously; 
Brett Dewing’s earnest (no pun 
intended) and ardent John Worthing was 
balanced by the cool and witty insincerity 


of Algernon; played by Mark Chiang, 


while the straight-faced flippancy of 
Gwendolyn, played by Anita Brinkman, 
was balanced by Kristine Aguilar’s 
gregarious Cecily. This interplay was 
wonderful. Additional comic relief was 
added to the show by the colourful antics 
of Rev. Chausible, played by Jason 
Hofing, and the subtle entrances of 
Merriman, played with wonderful 
subdued humour by Jeff Cullum. 

The actors must indeed be credited 
for their marvellous performances. All 


NOR 
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the leads played their roles with ease, 
so their performances did not seem at 
all contrived Brett Dewing's 
performance was outstanding as his 
elastic facial expressions and gestures 
lent themselves well to the 
temperamental quality of his character 
John Worthing. Mark Chiang fit easily 
into his role of the cunning Algernon 
Moncrieff, as his matter-of-fact delivery 
gave his character an elegant comic 
aloofness. Karen Wallace gave a rock 
solid performance as the pretentious 
Lady Bracknell; her poise and cool 
delivery fit her role perfectly. Anita 
Brinkman's performance of the 
somewhat shallow Gwendolyn was 
excellent, as she played the role with 
appropriate straight-faced coolness. In 
the role of the spirited Cecily, Kristine 
Aguilar was delightful; she played the 
role with ease and her facial expressions 
were fantastic. The actors who played 
the minor roles gave fine performances 
as well. Especially memorable were the 
flamboyant gestures of Jason Hofing in 
his role as the enamoured Rev 
Chausible. 

The crew of this fine production is 
also to be commended. The sets, 
designed by David Antscherl, were 
minimal, so as not to take away from the 
intricate dialogue of the play, but they 
were also quite stunning. Guest 
technician Matt Zeyl's expert light design 
gave the set a warm and _ sociable 
afternoon-tea ambience. The costumes 
were elegant and, for Algernon, suitably 
extravagant. The entire presentation 
took the audience back to another time 
when social rules and graces affected 
every area of life. 

Not only has this production of 
Earnest proved the high caliber of 
Redeemer's Theatre Arts department, 
but it also marks the beginning of an 
exciting era for the department. A 
substantial portion of both the cast and 
crew was made up of first year students 
who seem eager to be involved with 
theatre. With the combination of these 
talents, which made the Earnest 
production such a fine success, the 
future of Redeemer’s Theatre Arts 
Department looks very bright. 


w Reet 
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Warning: The back page contains 
writing that may be considered 
humourous by some. Those who don’t 
have a sense of humour should stop 
reading now 


Motion Picture Truths 


During all police investigations it will be necessary to visit a stripclub at least 
once 

if being chased through town, you can usually take cover in a passing St. 
Patrick's Day parade - at any time of the year. 

All beds have special L-shaped cover sheets which reach up to the armpit 
level on a woman but only to waist level on the man lying beside her. 

All grocery shopping bags contain at least one stick of French Bread. 

It's easy for anyone to land a plane providing there is someone in the control 
tower to talk you down 

Once applied, lipstick will never rub off - even while scuba diving. 

The ventilation system of any building is the perfect hiding place. No-one will 
ever think of looking for you in there and you can travel to any other part of the 
building you want without difficulty. 

If you need to reload your gun, you will always have more ammunition - even 
if you haven't been carrying any before now. 

You're very likely to survive any battle in any war unless you make the mistake 
of showing someone a picture of your sweetheart back home. 

Should you wish to pass yourself off as a German officer, it will not be necessary 
to speak the language. A German accent will do. 

The Eiffel Tower can be seen from any window in Paris. 

A man will show no pain while taking the most ferocious beating but will wince 
when a woman tries to clean his wounds. 

The Chief of Police is always black. 

When paying for a taxi, don’t look at your wallet as you take out a bill - just grab 
one at random and hand it over. It will always be the exact fare. 

Kitchens don't have light switches. When entering a kitchen at night, you should 
open the fridge door and use that light instead. 

\f staying in a haunted house, women should investigate any strange noises in 
their most revealing underwear. 

Mothers routinely cook eggs, bacon and waffles for their family every morning 
even though their husband and children never have time to eat it 

Cars that crash will always burst into flames. 

The Chief of Police will always suspend his star detective - or give him 48 
hours to finish the job 

A single match will be sufficient to light up a room the size of RFK Stadium. 

Any person waking from a nightmare will sit bolt upright and pant. 

it is not necessary to say hello or goodbye when beginning or ending phone 
conversations 

Even when driving down a perfectly straight road it is necessary to turn the 
steering wheel vigorously from left to right every few moments 

All bombs are fitted with electronic timing devices with large red readouts so 
you know exactly when they're going to go off 

it is always possible to park directly outside the building you are visiting. 

A detective can only solve a case once he has been suspended from duty. 

When a person is knocked unconscious by a blow to the head, they will never 
suffer a concussion or brain damage 

No-one involved in acar chase, hijacking, explosion, volcanic eruption or alien 
invasion will ever go into shock 

Police Departments give their officers personality tests to make sure they are 
deliberately assigned a partner who Is their total opposite. 

You can always find a chainsaw when you need one. 

Any lock can be picked by a credit card or a paper clip in seconds - unless it's 
the door to a burning building with a child trapped inside. 

Television news bulletins usually contain a story that affects you personally at 
that precise moment 


A young boy had just gotten his driving 
permit. He asked 

his father, who was a minister, if they 
could discuss his 

use of the car. 


His father said to him, “I'll make a deal 
with you. You bring 

your grades up, study your bible more, 
and get your hair 

cut, then we will talk about it.” 


A month later the boy came back and 
again asked his father 

if they could discuss his use of the car. 
His father said, 

“Son, I'm real proud of you. You have 


brought your grades 

up, you've studied your bible diligently, 
but you didn't 

get a hair cut!” 


The young man waited a moment and 
replied, “You know dad, 

I've been thinking about that. You know 
Samson had long 

hair, Moses had long hair, Noah had long 
hair, and even 

Jesus had long hair.” 


His father replied, “Yes son, and they 
walked everywhere 
they went!” 
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Quotes 


“They didn't understand why | talk to my shampoo bottle, so I'm like ‘Guys, this is 
a really spiritual thing’” Rachael Weverink 


“Talk to my bum.” Amanda DeVries 


“| say stupid things all the time, but I’m not sure if they're quote-sheet material.” 
Kirsten Fowler. (Randall, the helper type, says, “Try me, give it your best shot.”) 


“| could shave my teeth they are so bushy.” Michelle Kooy 

“I'm trying to remember my religion.” Ginny Dyment 

“Jason, your problem is that you know your bible too well” Dr. Wolters 
“Prevention of cholesterol... Become a female.” Prof, Jennifer Chiang 

“| can't switch the phone to the other ear, it doesn’t sound the same.” Laura Trapasso 
“Oh my word, that pie looks dangerous” Dawn Gunby 

“They're real people — not animated?” Anne Marie Smedes 


“At my house we have a self cleaning onion.” Nicole Roorda 


“| have to write a metaphorical porn for English class.” Tanya Devries (she meant 
a metaphorical poem) 


A businessman from Wisconsin went on a business trip to Louisiana. Upon 
arrival, he immediately plugged his laptop into the hotel room port and sent a short 
E-mail back home to his wife, Jennifer Johnson, at her address, 
JennJohn@world.net. 

Unfortunately, in his haste, he mistyped a letter and the E-mail ended up going 
to JeanJohn@world.net , a Jean Johnson in Duluth, the wife of a preacher who 
had just passed away and was buried that day. The preacher's wife took’one look 
at the E-mail and promptly fainted. 

It read, “Arrived safely, but it sure is hot down here!” 


Glendale Motors 
Touchless Car Wash 
407 Wilson St. E. Ancaster 
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Doug Kloet 
Rob Brouwer 


648-4113 


